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He was then, nobody knows why, Minister for Foreign Affairs. I know very well the private motive which induced the Emperor to send him to Chatillon; but one thing which I cannot comprehend is, how Napoleon should imagine that that reason could have any weight in the scale of general interests.
The reason to which I allude is the cordial friendship with which the Emperor Alexander honored the Duke of Vicenza. It was one of those friendships, almost fraternal, which are so rare in the world, and, above all, rare among Sovereigns. But in the circumstances in which Alexander stood, being called to the head of the gigantic coalition of Europe, he appeared in the face of the whole world as the opponent of Napoleon, and therefore the latter was wrong in flattering himself that any private interest could have weight with him in opposition to the general interests. Sovereigns have two natures. Napoleon well knew this.
While the Congress was sitting the Allied armies were advancing on Paris and inclosing us within their ranks. The Emperor fought and gained several battles, and seemed to surpass himself in energy and talent. But what availed this ? France was overrun with enemies, who were marching in all directions upon the capital.
The victory of Champaubert revived a faint ray of hope. Alsuvieff, the Russian General, was taken, with a corps of 6,000 men and 45 officers. This was succeeded by the Battle of Montrnirail. General Sacken, with a part of the Army of Silesia, commanded by Blucher, was attacked and beaten by the Emperor. Twenty-five pieces of artillery, 3,000 killed, 2,000 wounded, and 1,000 prisoners, were the result of this battle, which, as well as the engagement of the preceding day, proved the inferiority of Blucher, and, indeed, of all who were opposed to the Emperor.
Two days before the battles of Montrnirail and Champaubert, the Duke of Bassano, who had been daily urging the Emperor to send more extended powers to the Duke of Vicenza, had at length prevailed on Napoleon to draw
merely to satisfy petty passions, which he had not time to contend with. He gave the Duke of Bassano full powers to correspond with Chatillon. But to have done any good it would have been requisite for him to have been on the spot.ffairs,e of his inscrutable looks;ainst 150,000.pride, if not from affection, to do what he did in the delirium of a brain fever.s and Court officials.
